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Hello Jaguar Parents and Students, 
 
We made it!! We persevered through one of the strangest times in American education. I want to thank all of 
you for your efforts during this challenging time. 
 
Students, I am very aware that digital learning brought a whole bunch of challenges your way. I am so proud of 
the way you managed to engage with your teachers in numerous Zoom and Google meetings! You made the 
most of a tough situation, and that in and of itself is a huge life lesson. Thanks for being such great kids.  
 
Parents, I am amazed by you. Many of you have had to head off to work and then come home and slide into the 
role of a substitute teacher. Simply remarkable. Thank you for recognizing that very often your child’s education 
hinged on your efforts as well as theirs. Again, thank you for your patience with my staff and me as we figured 
out this very different learning model. 
 
Also, I want to take this time to thank our teachers and paraprofessionals. As I said, the landscape changed so 
quickly for all of us on March 13. The TJ staff was amazing. We learned to use technologies we hadn’t used 
before, we developed a schedule we felt would work best, and when that didn’t work quite as planned, we had 
the courage to tweak it again. We adjusted our grading scale to recognize that no student could truly fail during 
this time.  The TJ staff demonstrated their love and care for your child. 
 
Once again, this has been a strange time- and then it got stranger. The recent events in our cities, and across 
our country have been difficult to watch and process. Our student services team have included a link below to 
assist parents in having meaningful conversations with their child/children about these unsettling events - and 
these strange times. I encourage you to talk with your child. I can assure you they have thoughts and concerns 
and are searching for answers - just like the rest of us. 
 
I have never wanted a functioning crystal ball more than now. I do not know what the fall and our next school 
year will look like. I will keep you updated as we learn more and decide our course. I do know that I have the 
very best people to help navigate any challenge that presents itself. We are TJ strong, and we are all in this 
together! Stay safe, stay healthy, and enjoy your summer! You all deserve a break! 
 
Thanks to all of you, 
 
Steve Sukawaty                                                                                                                              
Principal                                                                                                                                            
Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
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